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Colonization Society is empowered to make such
regulations as may appear requisite for the govern-
ment of the colony,   until  it shall  withdraw  its
superintendence,    and    leave    the    colonists    to
govern  themselves;   the  common  law,   as  it  is
in force  in  the  United States, is applied to the
jurisdiction of Liberia.    In 1824 a regular plan for
the civil government of the colony was drawn up,
and a digest of laws framed, which have been ap-
proved of, and are now in full operation.    By this
plan, the Agent is invested with sovereign power,
subject only to the decision of the colonial board;
municipal and judicial officers are appointed ;   the
choice of certain offices is vested in the colonists,
subject to the approval of the Agent; and standing
committees of agriculture, of public works, of colo-
nial militia,  and of health are appointed, whose
duties are clearly defined and rigidly enforced.

The criminal code is singularly mild : the
highest degree of punishment being expulsion
from the colony, which is a very beautiful exem-
plification of the sense of honour and integrity
that the colonists entertain, when, for the most
flagrant violations of civil rights and good order,
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they deem it a sufficient disgrace and infliction to
cast out the guilty person from all further commu-
nion, the property of the exile being given to his
heir; or, in lack of an heir, reverting to the
general stock.

The  remarkable   success   which   crowned   the